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Associational Mission Trip
July 19th - 24th
“Helene Aﬂhcted North Carolina
Hendersonwille Area
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Join us for a planning meeting on

- 11 45 ' May 21* at 6:30 pm at the
e am : LBA Mission Center.
_‘,t_-_x,.w( ~°\‘ * .

WDISCIPLE’SKTRAIL*RETREAT*CENTER -
| T WATERLOO. SC

Cost is $120.00 per person and includes meals,
lodging, mission materials, & t-shirt,

Non-refundable $50.00 deposit due by May 19",
nl. Bl.ian saxnn with the remaining balance due by July 1.
- You are responsible for transportation to and from
SC BalmSl snennem Team Leader North Carolina, plus meals en route.

BBO ribswilllbe served:forlunch Only 30 spaces available
RSVPR by May:7->:984-0123 Minimum age is 13




“No Fire on the Fence™ Thank you for supporting Associational
MMizsions by giving at least 3% of your

undesignated offerings.
* Other Church Starts

This past week, I had the privilege of preaching at Pastor Chnis Sullivan’s church in
Abbeville. You may recognize Chris’ name, as he previously pastored a couple of

. i i o bl oy POTE friieukl
our churches. Interestingly, he is now serving at the church I pastored before "Ear Mone Comboy - uns
coming to Laurens. He invited me to preach with him at an event focused on those B emverciam Fm=ac Frean

. . L. Esirvlmy E2E.8 577901
dealing with addiction and recovery. S etrbara P
Eiethed - =
When I say he invited me to preach with him; I mean that quite literally. He asked Beuiah 2475 207
me to “tag-team” preach a single sermon alongside him  When I hear “tag team ™ Gedaranad 156055 2387
my mind immediately goes back to my childhood. watching “Stampede™ wrestling S 5;;;: s
on TV. “Stampede” wrestling was the precursor to the WWF wrestling of today. Gameurity 200.00 =00.00
Only one wrestler was supposed to be in the ring at a time (unless the referee was N i R
distracted, and he usually was), and his partner could only enter after a tag. Well, Derbin Gresk 34028 33285
we attempted something similar with preaching - minus the hand slap. It was a :“":: :::;" e
different format than neither of us had experienced before, but it actually worked out |- mgemp - 10949
q]]il'f: well. Gray Court First 200.00 200.00
Harmoay 28341 33060
The event included a skit showing a man being pulled in two opposite directions. ﬂ::’:‘b e v
One person encouraged him to follow Christ, while another urged him toward the ;,um \sa400 P
party lifestyle. The skit ended with the man sitting on a fence, unable to decide Hurricane 543 56 sasss
which way to go. This led into our sermon, titled, “There Is No Fire on the Fence.” [Ty o i
Our focal passage was 1 Kings 18:21, where Elijjah asks the Israelites, “How long m;:m —— lﬁ;‘l
will you waver between two opinions. 7" (NIV). As you may recall, this story Lucas Avere 583.34 Bs2s7
concludes with the prophets of Baal exhausted and bleeding as they try e o o | vmane
unsuccessfully to call down fire from their god. When Elijah’s turn comes, he Mt Ditve 200.00 200.00
repairs the altar, prepares the sacrifice, and drenches 1t all repeatedly with water. :':ﬂ":n o e
- - - i Bep J X
Then he simply prays and the Lord answers in a powerful way, sending fire from p——— e —
heaven to consume the sacrifice, the stones, and even licking up the water Nartreide 1=0.00 =000
: Fine Grow 122262 S48.85
smﬂuﬂ.dmg 'he a]ta.f. Flezzant Grove 1337 10501
There truly i1s no fire on the fence - whether for someone who has never trusted ::::ﬂ - ?Ezﬂ,z iu;ii
Christ or for those who have followed Him for years. The in-between indifference Riaben Cresk T33.04 42745
on the fence will leave us powerless. The call to repent applies to our lives oo me | remee
personally and to the church as a whole. Perhaps your love for the Savior is not as Upstate Gatherirg - 2p00.00
fervent as it once was. The only remedy 1s to repent, step off the fence, and then Warmlor Crest - LERES
Wayside 0123 BTAD
prepare for the fire of heaven to fall. P — p—— P——
TOTAL 44 83041 LB ZI3ITES

This 15 a familiar story for many of us, and if you're like me, you've wondered what it would have been like to witness
such a dramatic display of God’s power. Our message was directed especially toward those stuggling with addiction
and inner conflict, urging them to repent, get off the fence, and follow Jesus wholeheartedly.

As [ watched dunng the invitation, with many coming forward to pray, my thoughts began to shift. I reflected not only
on the importance of repentance for those present, but also on how essential it 1s for those of us in the church to repent as
well.

Last week, Dr. David Jackson led a workshop for our pastors using his “Falling in Love with Jesus (Again)” materals.
It is based on the church at Ephesus in Revelation 2, which had lost its first love. He reminded us that the Ephesian
church was commended for many good things and was doctrinally sound in confronting false teaching. However, they
had drifted in their love for Christ. The remedy Jesus gave this otherwise strong church was simple: they needed to
repent or risk losing their witness (lampstand).

Too often today, there 1s little mention of the church itself needing repentance. I fear we may have lost spiritual power
because it is easy to recognize the need for repentance in others while neglecting to examine our own hearts. When we
become convinced that we have nothing to repent of, we may actually be in greater need of repentance than we want to

realize. E’_ﬁi " E]



CRISIS CENTER Laurens
Hours of Operation
Tmy&;‘:ur;m POST OFFICE

S 00am-11:30am

FOOD DRIVE

|-
May Saturday, May 9"
Tuesday, 5 - Mew Beginning Crisis Center
Thursday, 7 - Besverdam Place u_l:rng of w}{
Tuesday, 12 - Northsids i ol Monday, May 11°
Thursday, 14 - Union - _ Fam - 11 am
Tuesday, 19 - Clinton First Your "-““‘::I'I T2 o We'll need volunteers
Thursday, 21 - Martha Franks b andle the = to pick up items from
Tuesday, 26 - Warmrior Cresk rest! | Stamp the Post Office ond
Thursday, 28 - Upstate Gathering l&d to stock the shelves
June

Tuesday, 2 - Laurens Rrst
Thursd=y, 4 - 5t. lames Methodist . . .
Tuesday, 9 - Wekome Looking for a Christ-centered camping
Thursday, 11 - New Prospect experience for boys 1% — 12'F grade?
Tuesday, 16 - Bathel/Davidson Street

Summer camps will be from
Thursday, 18 - Martha Franks

th _ rad
Tuesdzy, 22 - Pine Grove June 4 - August 2™,
Thursdzy, 25 - Mountville Learn more at
Tuesday, 30 - Friendship scbaptist.org/summercamps
e e R
If wour church cannot provide at least
3 wolunteers, call Kay at 584-0123, r - - - - - - = - - - .- - e |
e e R : CEH’ID La Vida is a missions :
May Needs discipleship camp primarily
Sugar, Tea, Kool-Aid " forgirls in 3™-12'" grade in .
June Meeds June-July. There are also
Ramen Noodles, SpaghettiOs, ) camp opportunities for )
Bomed Dinners . 15t_gnd grades. '
H Life, Miature Living, & D canals ‘I:I"|5|t camplavida.org to
are d rately needed : register for camp or to apply :
for Camp Summer Staff.

Trustee Meeting
HELP NEEDED
May 19th @ 530 pm
LEA M% Center We are im meed of someone for yard maintenance

gt the LEA Mission Center.
Perhaps an individuzl or 3 group of people @
Flease call 334-0123 if you are interested.




Church News

Bellview will host an unforgettable YOUTH RALLY with Forged in
Fire Champion, Billy Salyers, performing live forgingdemonstrations
and an inspiring message of faith on May 3 at 6:00 pm. Stick
around for food, fun, and games afterward!

Clinton First celebrates Blake Harwell for his service of 28 years as
their Senior Pastor. HislastSunday will be June 28™.

Gray Court First welcomes Mark Kennedy as their new pastor.

New Prospect wishes to thank their pastor, Phil Hall for his service
of 12 yearsto the church. HislastSunday will be May 31<.

Princeton will host a Ladies Spring Luncheonwith guest speaker,
Cheryl Cannon, on May 30" from 10:30amto 1:00 pm.

GRLOABO

2026 SBC Annual Meeting &
Pastors’ Conference

Junc 710, 2026 | Orange County Convention Center

b,
Associational Staff PaStOI'S
A S, ROUNDTABLE BOOK DISCUSSION
N Koarhes “40 Questions About Pastoral Ministry”
Crisis Center Director by Phil A. Newton
Kay Leagans
Office Manager
Lory Satterfield
MISSION CENTER HOURS
Monday - Thursday
8:30am-4:30pm May 21" & June 18™
Lunch hour 12:30pm - 1:30pm 10:00 am
Lunch provided following the discussion

RSVP Reiny f you would like 1o participate

ABC’s For Becoming a Christian

A — Admit to God you are a sinner.
Repent and turn away from your sin.
(Romans 3:23; Romans 6:23;

1 John 1:9; Acts 3:19)

B — Believe that Jesus is God's Son
and that God sent Jesus to save
people from their sin.

(Romans 5:8; Acts 4:12; Acts 16:31;
John 3:16; 1 Peter 3:18; John 14:16)

C — Commit your life to Jesus.
Trust Him to be your Savior.
(Romans 10:13; Matthew 16:24;
Luke 9:23)
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